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Kika de la Garza
94-549
Washington D C
HEALTH EDUCATION and in1'ormation programs will be expanded under a new law signed by
President Ford. The law also will strengthen existing programs to combat communicable
diseases and lead-based paint poisoning.
The new law, entitled the National Consumer Health Information and Health
Promotion Act of 1976, has features of special interest to our area. It authorizes
grants and contracts to develop health information programs for use by schools and to
develop model curriculums for the training of educational and health professionals. In
addition, the law requires the establishment of an Office of Health Information and
Health Promotion in HEW. This office will act as a national information clearinghouse
on matters involving health.
Other provisions extend for three years and expand grants for control and
prevention of communicable diseases, rat control and immuni zation programs. The law
also gives the HEW Secretary authority to extend temporary assistance to states and
localities in meeting health emergencies such as epidemics.
* * *
A BIRTHDAY PRESENT the Nation gave itself in this Bicentennial Year is now being enjoyed
by tens of thousands of people every day. It is the National Air and Space Museum in
Washington, which received its first visitors on July 4. Twenty-five days later the
one millionth visitor showed up. That" s a measure of the popUlarity of this brand new
addition to the Smithsonian Institution.
This museum has been aptly described as a supercollosal mixture of show busi-
ness and science. One display in the huge building on Independence Avenue is the
rickety airplane put aloft by the Wright brothers. A few feet away is the Apollo 11
command module in which Neil Armstrong, "Buzz" Aldrin and Michael Collins circled the
moon on the way to that first landing. Appropriately, former astronaut Collins is
now director of the National Air and Space Museum.
These aren't models. The are reaL, So is the Mercury capsule that made John
Glenn the first American in orbit. So is the frail-looking "Spirit of St Louis" in
Which Lindbergh flew alone across the Atlantic. So is the Gemini 4 capsule from which
Edward White emerged to make the first walk in space.
All kinds of airplanes are on display, including the biplanes of World War I.
Marvelous movies are shown of the old wing-walking, barnstorming days of aviation.
Puppet shows explain why jets have turbines, why supersonic fighters have an hourglass
figure, and how the rotors can make helicopters go forward and backWard as well as
up and down.
It's educational. It's entertaining. It's the hit of the Bicentennial Year
in Washington and will be attracting visitors for many a year to come.
* * *
AN ART GALLERY big enough to serve a good-sized city is part of the Air and Space
MuseUIII and I can report that South Texas is represented in the collection of paintings.
Arthur Guerra, whO hails from McAllen and is now in the advertising business
in Dallas, is the artist. His 3'x5' painting, oil on canvas, commemorates the U S
landing on the moon -- a collage showing the astronauts and the American flag. The
painting, done by Guerra in 1974, was donated to the museum by the LTV Corporation
and is part of the institution's permanent collection.
* * *
.BIG TEX unsweetened orange Juice from the Valley continues to be available to visitors
in our Washington office. Thanks to the Texas Citrus Exchange, a 'fresh supply of the
delectable and refreshing Juice has been received. So when South Texans come to see us
we can drink a fitting toast to the Exchange Officials who make it all possible.
* * *
CITIZENS BAND radio enthusiasts will have less trouble getting talk time next year,
according to information I have received from the Federal Communications Commission.
The FCC has authorized the use of 17 more channels by January I, in addition to the
23 now used by CBe~s.
The extra channels have been sought f::c months as the use of CBs zoomed in
popularity. Current channels frequently are Jammed. The Commission said it wanted
to give the CBers more channels than the 40 dccided on but to do so would create
severe interference between channels. The FCC is studying ways of providing more
channels for personal use radio.
Talking and listening over CBs provide amusement for many and can be of
real assistance in some circUlllstances. ~1hat we must guard against is the misuse of
the medium for any kind of "big brother" snooping.
* * *
LEAVING FOR WASHINGTON from the Corpus Christi airport, I saw a plane come in bearing
a passenger who was met by a welcoming group -- police escort and the works. He was
promptly surrounded by people asking for his autograph. Not recognizing this person-
ality, I asked one of the policemen about him and was told, "That's Charley Pride."
And my next question was, "What team does he play with?"
Oops, forgive me, Charley Pride, for thinking you were a football player,
you looked like one.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Mr and Mrs Everett
Grosser of Donna; Mrs Susan B Russell, Julie, and Kellie, formerly of Donna, now living
in Burke, Virginia; Mr Zeb Rike of McAllen; Mr Oscar Cervantes, City Manager, and
Javier de los Santos, Mayor, of Mercedes; Mr and Mrs Harry Sutton of Mission; and l-Ir
and Mrs Alfonso H Perez and family of Roma.
* * *
